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A story of courage, delerwinalion awd hope




My name is Anthea. T am a wife, a wum To three beautiful
childrew, and a grandmother To Three govgeous grandchildrew.
T want to shave our stovy with you.

T believe T am very lucky. T have the most beautiful and loving family amyowe
could wish for. Awd evew tThough we've had very challenging and difficult
Times, it is the love of wy Tamily that keeps we strowg and keeps we going.

My sow Bew has epilepsy. He had a seizure whew he was owly 13 years old.
AL the Time we weve Told wot To worvy unless e had a second seizuve.

Well, he did have a second seizure. Tw fact, he had wawy seizures including
iw The doctor's of fice whew we weve Told he had epilepsy. Bew was diagnosed
with complex partial seizures.

Our GP immediately put us iw cowtact with the Epilepsy Foundaltiow.
She vealised that we were going To weed all the support we could get.
And she was vight!

The Foundatiow helped us understand what Bew was going through, and they
gave we so wuch support. T aw so eternally grateful to the Foundaliow. Bul
T'lL shave move about thew a little later.

My sow Bew, Like wy Two girls and grandchildrew, ave wy ewtive world. Whew
Bew swiles, wy heart just sings, and all the problems Just seem To welt away.
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Unfortunately, Life has wot
beew easy - wot for Bew and
wot for us.

Whew Bew was fivst diagnosed e was
placed ow Tegratol To wanage his
epilepsy. For two years Bew was seizure
free. So the doctovs starled weawing
him of T the wedicatiow, as they do
for all patiewts who have beew seizuve
free for two years.

Unfortunately, within owe week of

being weawed of , Wis seizures came
back. Unfortunately they wevew't just
complex partial seizures ~ they were also
absence, simple partial, complex partial,
drop atlacks, Towic clowic, wyoclowic
and the mayority being Towic. He would
collapse all over the house, The voad,
whevever we Took hiw.

Since Thew we have Tried everything
possible To help Bew cowtyol Wis seizures.
Every ype of epilepsy wedicaliow.
Every kind of opevatiow and procedure

possible including vewoving 5w frow
the vight frowtal and 5em from the
vight Tewporal, evew having deep braiw
stimulatiow.

Unfortunately, over the years the
operaliows and infections iw the braiw

have left his skull wisshapew, but he's
still our Bew.

Every Time we Tried something wew
1 had a glimmer of hope. But every
time The seizuves came back and our
hope diminished. It doesw't seew To
watler To Bew though.

He Just smiles and says everything will
be okay. He thawks we Tor all the things
1 do for him. "Thawk you for showering
we, thank you for waking wy food,
thawk you for being wy wuw."

T camnot begin To tell you how mawy
times T have cried - wainly they ave
tears of yoy.

My beautiful Bew weans everything to
we, To his dad and 1o his entive Tamily.






Bew has just 9ot this amazing
strength.

Tt doesw't watter what he has gowne
trough e Just has a positive attitude.
Like the time the doctor asked Wim

why he wasw't angry that he had this
awful conditiow. Bew yust said, "Well,
thatl wouldw't get we amywhere iw Life.
Why would 1 do that whew I've 4ot the
family T've 901" That brought tears To
their eyes and still makes we cvry today.

T've cried a Lot with Bew - happy Tears,
sad Tears. But he always makes we swile.

Bew Loves cavs. Whew he fivst started To
Talk we were waiting for Wim 1o say "wum "
or "dad" . But Wis fivst word was "CAR".

He would play with his walchbox cars
all the time. Even whew he was 13
he'd still play with thew under the
lemow tree. His dreaw was o becowe
a wechawic but Wis epilepsy weant he
would wever vealise that dreaw. For

he was so happy, and evew if he had
spewt the wight having seizures wothing
was going To stop hiw going To work,

He especially loves Holdew cavs and the
late Peter Brock was Wis idol. He just
thought Peter Brock was everything.

Bew's wish was 1o have a hot lap with
Peter Brock. And that cawe true Tor him
iw Novewber 2004 whew he 9ot o do two
hot laps with Peter Brock al Calder Pavk,

Peler Brock came up and shook Wis
hand and Bew was like "Brockie!" T'W
never ever forget it. T jyust couldw't
stop crying. Bew has a cheeky sewse

of lwimour and told Peter Brock, "it's
amazing That Bewdigo is iw a drought
because wy wuw is iw Bewdigo and she
cries all The Time. She cries whew she's
happy, she cries whew she's sad. T dow't
understand how we've i a drought!"

T'W wever fovaet the Look ow Bew's face.
The happiness and excitement iw weeling

a Tew years he worked cleawing cavs - wis idol. ;






We ave all so truly grateful for
the Epilepsy Foundation and
especially for Lisa Rath. Lisa is
owe of their Epilepsy Support
staf f. She has wot owly givew
we Tthe support 1 weeded over

the last 20 years, but has
always beew there for we.

Lisa is absolutely amazing. She has
provided our Tamily with all the
informatiow, vesources, and emolional
support we have weeded.

Over the years the Epilepsy Foundatiow
has provided us with wurses to

Traiw every wewber of wy family in
Widazolaw. Today, every one of us
knows what o do whew Bew has a
seizure, because of the Foundaliow. Evew
Bew's wephew, eight year old Cownor,
knows whal To do. Cownor is just
incredible.

Whew Bew has a towic clowic seizuve,
Cowmnor knows To get the Midazolaw,

he gels the phowe To call the ambulance,
he holds Bew's hand and he Talks Bew
through it, and tells him who's in the
voow with Thew. He's just inspivalional.

We have a very close commection with
the Epilepsy Foundaliow. They have beew
with us twough all the highs and lows.

Over the years Lisa and other

staf f members have helped us better
understand Bew's epilepsy, Liaise with the
wedical professiow so we understand the
Treatments and procedures for Bew, vefer
us To orgawnisations for support services,
and created epilepsy management plaws.

Just as importantly has beew the
emoliowal support Lisa and everyowe
at the Foundatiow have givew To we
and wy Tamily.

T knwow that without the Epilepsy
Foundatiow T dow't think we would have
wade it twrough all of this.






WMoy Samily is wy world.

Every day 1 am spoilt with love
frowm wy husband, childrew,
and grandchildrew. Every day
Bew says o all of us, "I love
you wove thaw you will ever
know. "

And we all Love hiw wove thaw he will
ever know.

And why T aw veaching oul To you.

Today, Bew lives with constant seizuves.
He is unable To wovk or evew wash cars
like he owce loved To do. He does wot
2et out as wuch as he used 1o.

Bul he still Loves To drink his cof fee
every day - a lavge cappuccino, Just
warw. Thew he sleeps during the day
because of his wight Time seizures.

We've wot suve how lowg we will have
Bew with us. T dow't want 1o think about
that day. His epilepsy is wow won-

cowvulsive status epileplicus - a chwowic
forw of epilepsy.

T hope you will give to the Epilepsy
Foundatiow. They have beew absolutely
amazing and tervific Tor we, Bew and
our ewtive family. T know of the support
that they have provided To other
fawilies Like wine.

We want everyowe To be awave of
epilepsy and o support the good work.
of the Foundatiow. We want everyowe
who lives with epilepsy 1o have all the
support they weed. Your dowaliow caw
help one wove family. And that would
be wowderful.

Every winute of every day is a struggle
from wot being able to wake Bew for
appointments and family outings, to
Bew having seizures, collapsing and
inguring himself while we ave out and
aboul. There are wo wovds To explaiw
how havd every day is but as lowg as
we have Bew we el up each day and
brave another day as he is our veasow
for living, and he is our everything.



He's just beautiful. And he's
9ot this swile that yust stops
the world. Everybody talks
about his beautiful swile.

Wou wouldw't believe what

Bew has beew Through because
he's so happy. He's yust lived
an amazing life. He's had <o
much Love. And he gives so
wuch love. ¥
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